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Prime Minister of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Opening Ceremony of World Ecotourism Conference

15 July 2009, Vientiane, Lao PDR

Distinguished National and International Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen

On behalf of the Government of Lao PDR and Lao People, 1 am proud and honored to
welcome you to the 2009 World Ecotourism Conference and Green Tourism Exhibition being
held for the first time ever here in Vientiane. I would l?ke to congratulate the Lao National
Tourism Administration for hosting the event and successfully coordinating with government
agencies, national and international tourism organizations and event partners to make the

conference a success.

[ understand that the World Ecotourism Conference (WEC) and Green Tourism Exhibit will
be an excellent opportunity for policy makers, industry professionals and the development
partners to exchange lessons from around the globe on sustainable tourism development, in
particular, lessons learned in developing and regulating ecotourism-related products and
services. The Conference will also present an opportunity for buyers and sellers to conduct
business, network, display new products and services, and learn more about innovative
approaches to participate in and benefit from ecotourism — a sector that is growing very

rapidly both in Southeast Asia and the Greater Mekong Subregion.

Honored Guests,

Southeast Asia and the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS) are a part of the world with a
wealth of tourism resources. There are many World Heritage Sites and amazing natural,
cultural and hfstoric attractions that can be developed into quality multi-country itineraries. In
Lao PDR, also known as the Land of the Dok Jampa Flower and Jewel of the Mekong, we
have many wonderful tourist sites and attractions including world-class archaeological sites,

historic sites, and rich natural heritage. There is also the special customs and traditions of all
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and Lao culture

Due to its geographic location and abundant natural resources, the Lao Government is
implementing policies that support the development of historic, nature and culture-based
tourism as a key strategic sector to underpin the country’s sustainable socio-economic
development. The Government is also promoting the role of tourism in the evolving process
of regional development, economic integration, investment and commerce here in the GMS
and ASEAN. We believe that tourism facilitates cultural exchange and learning among the
international community, and builds peace, friendship and mutually beneficial cooperation

with all friendly nations around the world - both near and far.

In order to support tourism development that is line with the above-mentioned policies, the
Government has upgraded the Lao National Tourism Administration and Tourism
Departments and Offices at the provincial level. In addition, a tourism law and many
tourism-related regulations have been enacted. Human resources are being strengthened to
ensure greater sustainability in tourism and related sectors. Tourist destinations are being
expanded and existing attractions improved with the participation of local people and other
stakeholders. Festivals are being revitalized, promotional activities staged more regularly,
and there is now more and more Lao participation in regional and international tourism trade
fairs. In regard to policy development, 100% foreign ownership is now permitted in hotels

and restaurants and 30-70% foreign ownership is permitted in tour companies.

To meet the need for improved public infrastructure, the Government is investing heavily in
national and local roads. We have recently successfully completed major road works on the
East-West and North-South Economic Corridors. Mekong Bridges have been constructed in
many places, international airports improved, more direct international air-routes opened, and
more than 20 international immigration points are now open, 15 of which offer 30-day tourist
visa-on-arrival services. As of 2009, citizens of eight ASEAN countries have been granted
visa exemptions as well as Japan, Russia, South Korea and Mongolia. There has also been a

liberalization of regulations on the use of border passes for citizens of neighboring countries.

Due to the above-mentioned supportive policies the Lao tourism industry has experienced

very impressive growth during the past decade. From 2000 to 2008, the average annual
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underemployment and generate jobs and income to alleviate poverty.

It is my understanding that true ecotourism is a type of tourism that equitably involves and
benefits local people, the environment, and a range of stakeholders from the public and
private sector. This type of tourism is consistent with Lao government policy, therefore we
will continue to support and expand ecotourism development nation-wide by applying

lessons-learned from Luang Namtha Province’s Nam Ha Ecotourism Project.

Honored Guests

On behalf of the Lao Government | would like to use this auspicious moment to extend a
sincere thanks to all countries, friends, international organizations, national and international
companies, civil servants and related public sector personnel for your excellent cooperation,
assistance and support to develop sustainable tourism in the Lao PDR. Your efforts have

made an important contribution to the country’s sustainable socio-economic development.

1 wish everyone present today health, happiness and an enjoyable visit to Lao PDR

And now, on this special occasion, I officially declare the 2009 World Ecotourism

Conference and Green Tourism Exhibition open from this moment forward.

Thank you.




