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Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentleman,

On behalf of the Lao National Tourism Administration and Government of Lao
PDR, | would like to thank everyone for their lively participation and genuine
contribution to the 2009 World Ecotourism Conference. This morning, we have
reviewed and accepted in principle the Conference’s Vientiane Declaration, the
newest in a series of global pledges that underpin sustainable tourism
development to alleviate poverty, conserve environmental resources and protect
the planet’s precious cultural heritage. | applaud you all for your efforts and the

expertise you have brought to the conference.

Honored Guests

During the past three days, we have gained a broader perspective on many key
internal and external challenges that many of us face in our day-to-day lives as
public officials, operators of private sector tour companies and accommodation
establishments, as members of civil society organizations or in the halls of
academia. The global recession, damage to the environment, and a shortage of
well-trained human resources to bring about needed change is making it difficult
to achieve the noble objectives of environmentally, socially and economically
sustainable tourism development. | hope that the lessons and experience you
have shared during this conference will help to sow the seeds of change needed
to bring about innovative approaches to solve the very real and urgent challenges
we face. | realize that solutions will not be “one size fits all”’ and the strategies you

apply to make tourism more sustainable, resilient and responsible will be as

diverse as the audience in this room.
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and their associates to maintain contact and continue the dialogue you have

started at this conference.

Ladies and Gentlemen

| would once again like to thank Discovery MICE for partnering with the Lao
National Tourism Administration to organize the Conference and special thanks to
the Lao Association of Travel Agents, Tourism Malaysia, Tourism India, Paeng
Mai Gallery, Asian Development Bank and all the other generous supporting
organizations from the public and private sectors. | also thank the Conference'’s
keynote speakers for sharing their knowledge and Vientiane’s leading restaurants
for supporting the Conference’s Gala Dinner. Special thanks to the Lao and
International Exhibitors in the Green Tourism exhibit for showing us sustainable
tourism products and services as well as distinctive Lao handicrafts. If you have
not already purchased a souvenir, | encourage you to do to help support local

artisans.

Following this closing ceremony, the conference venue will be open to the public
until tomorrow evening, with exciting activities such as prize giveaways, a fashion
show, concert, and Green Tourism Exhibit happening all day. For those of you

that are not too tired from the Conference, | invite you to take part in the mini-

marathon tomorrow morning.

Ladies and Gentlemen

This afternoon there will be a special session on Development and Marketing the
Greater Mekong 'Subregion. | invite you all to attend this session to learn more
about how this fascinating region is being presented to the world through the
Mekong Tourism Coordinating Office and participating governments in Lao PDR,

Cambodia, China, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam.
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technical tours, please do so this afternoon to experience first-hand the charms of
Vientiane. | also invite you to explore one of the other adventuresome itineraries

presented at the conference, whether in the coming days or near future.

In closing, I wish you all a safe trip home, good health, happiness and success in

your endeavors.

Thank you.




